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Parshas Beshalach, Shabbos Shira, is a very special parsha because it deals not only with Krias Yam
Suf, but also the nisyonos of the Midbar. These nisyonos, of mayim and mazon, came up more than once during
the journey through the Midbar. Therefore, it is important for us to understand the purpose of these nisyonos.

Krias Yam Sufitself was a nisayon, as the posuk in Tehillim (3: np) states, 740 02 0> Yy ¥I1HN”. Bnai
Yisroel rebelled at the Yam Suf. How could they if the Ribono Shel Olam was saving them? Chazal tell us this
means that Bnai Yisroel fully acknowledged that Hashem took them through the Yam Suf, on a dry surface,
and made tremendous nisim. But they also noted that the Mitzriyim ended up on the same other as them. Bnai
Yisroel couldn’t possibly see all the nisim of Krias Yam Sufbecause the Amud Anan and Eish separated and
protected them from the missiles of the Mitzriyim.

Chazaltell us HaKadosh Boruch Hu, to put it in the modern vernacular, showed Klal Yisroel an “instant
replay” of what transpired. Meaning to say, Klal Yisroel saw a mareh nevuah of what happened to the
Mitzriyim during Krias Yam Suf. That is how they were able to sing Shira al HaYam, because otherwise they
couldn’t possibly know about those who were 7wpa 15580 or 71n19y5 o8, The Ribono Shel Olam showed
Bnai Yisroel how each Mitzri died. Those who were so terrible to the Yidden and deserved to suffer, went
down like straw, hurled and pitched through the Yam. Those who were less difficult simply went down like
lead. The whole shira tells us what Bnai Yisroel saw in the mareh nevuah. This is the peshat of what Chazal
tell us, 7112 32 HNPIN IR XY O DY NNAY NN 1. Chazal tell us that an important cheilek of Krias Yam
Sufwas the mareh nevuah which showed Bnai Yisroel the totality of what happened.

This is why the posuk states, /N2 12208 /N NN DYN NI DINNA N NWY TR NOTIN TN NN IRIY RV
mTay nwn. They saw the mareh nevuah, and then they believed in Hashem. What was yirah and emunah
which they obtained? It was the fact that Hashem showed them the N7 7515 N7 of Wiy 9ow. They also
believed in Moshe Rabbeinu because they now knew undoubtedly to follow his leadership. One of the
gevaldigge limuddim for us from Krias Yam Sufis that the Ribono Shel Olam revealed to us His precision of
D7D X210 NTN In WNY) 1DV.

Two other issues that come up in this parsha which are of extraordinary importance are that of their
water and food supply in the Midbar. Directly after Krias Yam Suf, they travel to Marah and do not have any
fresh water to drink as it was bitter. Then, after the matzah which they took with them out of Mitzrayim ran
out, thirty days later, the posuk tells us, 75N %2 NTY 55 M.

They complained with bitter taynuhs. However, regarding the food the gemaratells us, 12y N ONRY”
7. Because they asked properly, they were answered properly. They asked properly, despite their harsh
language, because they said that they believed in HaKadosh Boruch Hu in leaving Mitzrayim, but then they
ran out of food. Avadeh they had a right to demand food after their supply was finished, what were they to do?
Therefore, they were answered y)n2: They were given heavenly food, with no waste product, and got it every
single day as a new matanah.

The shpitz of N5 My is receiving directly form the Ribono Shel Olam on a daily basis. Even more
so, they were different delivery methods. The posuk says, "0op5) oyn v to tell us that those not on the level
of tzadikim had to go out and find their mon. Tzadikim, however, got their mon delivered to their doorstep.
Imagine living in a situation where every single day it is ungeteicht b’rabim what madreiga everyone was
holding by. If someone, rachmono litzlan, became a chotei, his mon was not delivered to his ohel. He had to
go out and look for it. To live in a society where every person’s medreiga is revealed b’farhesya is the shpitz
relationship with HaKadosh Boruch Hu, because every single day one receive’s a personal matanah from Him
and is also shown where he is holding.

By Klal Yisroel’s complaint for water, it does not say 79N> 2 07y 55 M. It just says, 7Oyn MM,
which means that they still had water, but they didn’t find a new source of water. Because of that, the oy- those



who were less chashuv, complained. Chazal call that Y05 oW YoRY, and therefore they were 05 Xow ny).
The be’er shel Miriam which went constantly with them was in the bechina of Yo92 n9, which is N2 NOW.
When one has Y502 na he is not dependent on the Ribono Shel Olam’s daily matanah, and therefore has distance
in his relationship.

When Miriam died, they had the nisayon again over water, in which transpired the incident of Mei
Meriva. That was the final incident which made Moshe Rabbeinu unable to enter Eretz Yisroel.

It is very interesting, that in certain issues Klal Yisroel was zoche to ask y»n5 and be answered in a
gevaldigge oyfen. In other issues, when they asked for water yn> NOv, it seems to have had reoccurring
detrimental effects on Klal Yisroel.

I also would like to tell over from 578t N2XWN WNI 122 1IN, the NS NTay Sy3, a moiridigge yesod
he used to say over every year on this parsha. At the end of the parsha the posuk says, YX1¢>2 DN PONY NI
»o>1992. Chazal tell us that Amalek attacked Bnai Yisroel in Refidim, when nnn 9 o 99, It’s a
pli’adigge zach, in these D> V"1 between Pesach and Shavuos, as Klal Yisroel was climbing madreigos from
NNNDIV MY VN to NWYTP MYVW V'Y, for this to happen. How could they be so close to »>© 91 yn, just a few
stops away, and be N7NN P 0T 197?

The Rosh Yeshiva would tell us in a shmuess, during Shevat time, specifically when it as the middle of
zman and they hasmodo was at a great height. He would tell us that early on, when starting out, especially Klal
Yisroel when they were shedding the layers and madreigos of Nnxm, it is easy to see progress. The change is
so obvious that it is absolutely clear. It is easy to see progress during the early steps of aliya. However, when
one has already climbed very high, he has been oleh madreigos, the continued aliyah is very subtle.

At first, when one begins to learn gemara, how to read a Rashi, a Tosafos, it is easy to see tremendous
progress. When one gets to higher levels of aliya, the progress is still there but it is much harder to see. That is
exactly where the Yetzer HaRah gets involved to try to get to us. This is the time when we need chizzuk, and
learn from this that even though our aliyos are much subtler we still need to appreciate them fully and stay
vigilant from the Yezter HaRah. We need to guard from this during our avodas Hashem and in our learning,
and appreciate the subtleties of our growth.



