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Sefer Bereishis is the foundation of the entire NNX>12. The first two parshiyos, of course, deal with the
YMN OO, the own NNov3, the D)1 and the Mvan 7. Starting with 5 99 nwI9, we begin the man— the
foundations of Klal Yisroel. The foundation of the world, both in its creation and of Klal Yisroel, comes in
Sefer Bereishis. The second half of Sefer Bereishisis the beginning of N1 0295, defined by the Avos-bnnay,
PNy, and 2py, and the ©225 >0 Mmax Nwyn that create the genetic makeup which defines the entire history
of Klal Yisroel. Sefer Bereishis is very much the Sefer HaAvos.

I thought of the NP X33 'O w1 XX which states, in a different context, ”NToIN NONT D51 MaN’.
Ifthe >3 max 1 are called avos then there must be foldos. I wondered that the idea of mann 990 also implies
the foldos, which of course is Klal Yisroel. I noticed that the word »nT5wn itself appears with uncanny
frequency throughout Sefer Bereishis. Then, going a little further, I saw that the word in that specific
conjugation ("NT91n”) actually appears only two other times in 70 after Sefer Bereishis. One is in Parshas
Bamidbar, »...nwm IR N1 NN, when it lists the sons of Aharon. From there Chazal learn an important
limmud- "y15> Y9>8R 17N 112N 2 ™Mo Y57, The other place "m1own» appears outside Sefer Bereishis is at
the end of Sefer Rus when it is ©n»n, through Rus, Dovid HaMelech back to Yehuda- 7§19 m19mn noN7, to
show the lineage of 77 m2 M251 as coming through Yehuda.

To focus now on the "nT9n” of Sefer Bereishis, it seemed to me another idea which might give us a
window into a new way to look at this sefer. That is to divide the entire sefer based on the nT51n. Each time the
Torah says the word "nT51n7, it is introducing a new chapter, as it were, in the development of the world and
of Klal Yisroel. The words "n1omn ndn” divide different sections of Sefer Bereishis.

Let us go through an overview of Sefer Bereishis with this perspective:

The first parsha of the Torah is the mwN92 > nww with naw. That is not MT5n, that is the Ribono
Shel Olam individually and unilaterally being \7X) 09w X212. The second parsha is 7NINM DIWN DTN NONY,
which includes the creation of MmN, the placement of 0N in Y7y J3, the VN of the Ny TN \y, the XV of Pp killing
5an, the birth of nw, and wnx and the advent of N3 NTay. The next parsha, third in Parshas Bereishis, is Ny
POTN MTOIN 190 which leads us through the Ny 7y 0T8N M1 Ny, Parshas Bereishis, then, is broken into
three parts. First, the Ribono Shel Olam creating the world; second, the ©xVN of OTX, PP, YN and N3 NTHAY
as X INY 0w NTN; and third, the ten generations of o TN through Ny as o8 NTOMN.

This week’s parsha, Parshas Noach, begins "m nTomn nox” which includes the 5121 and its immediate
aftermath and ends with ny nmon. After that begins the second parsha of "n1own” of Parshas Noach, which is
7Ry 22 NN NoN. This is no» on ow and the description of the NN ©oyaw, how the world develops into
PINIY 1299010 Oy M) a8, which includes the m>9n 917. The third section of "NT15yn in Parshas Noach
is 70w nTOmM NYN” which essentially goes through the ten M7 from Ny through onax. Just as in Parshas
Bereishis we have three sections; the same pattern emerges in Parshas Noach as well.

For now, we shall skip the next "n715yn” found at the end of Parshas Noach, but we will come back to
it soon.

Envision, as it were, that there was an 0n7ax nT5wn NON. There is none, but if there would be, then
the next three parshiyos (72 12, X, and n9v »n) would be the NI NTwy and life of Avraham. Additionally,
it would end with on9an nnon. Following onan nmnon, the end of Parshas Chayei Soroh is n1om non»
rorynwd, after which begins 7pny> NN TN ONIIN ONIAN 12 PNY MTHN NONY’. The three parshiyos 1> 19,



NM, and N »n of “toldos Avraham” encompass the T2 75 to W XN, the 79 7Y of the NPy, NIW NN, and
marrying off Yitzchok to Rivkah.

After Avraham, we have two sets of "nTo1n7— the "nTomn” of Yishmael (which is very little, just a few
pesukim) and the "N of Yitzchok. 7pny> mTon” would cover, again, three parshiyos— m1oimn, 8¥» and
most of the way through n>w». This would encompass YW apy> N5 as well as Yaakov receiving the no3;
Yaakov going to Har Hamoriya; Yaakov running away to Lavan, then marrying Rochel and Leah, and having
eleven of the ©>vay; having to engage with Lavan; returning to the confrontation with Esav and wy Sv qv;
the oow nwyn; then NpPa7 ndN; then P2 nO/5N1 nndvn which completes Klal Yisroel. Finally, pny» nnomn
ends "pny> Mo, Following that, we have "ywy n75mn NN, which interestingly enough is mentioned twice
(a myn), and finally in 2w - 7apy nTomn nHNr. Just like after onN9ax N we have Yishmael and Yitzchok,
so too after pny> NN we have Esav and Yaakov. 7qoy apy n1omn nbr» closes with 90y nnn which is how
the sefer ends. This is how I am suggesting to break-up and view the entire Sefer Bereishis.

Of course, the glaring question on this presentation is that there is no 7on9ax nT9N NN, which is an
astonishing omission. Now, there is one ”n191n” which I skipped and it is found at the end of 7ow N5, At
the end of this week’s parsha we find "nn N5 NONY” and the parsha ends with his passing. It sounds like
Terach has his own "nT951n7, yet we are “missing” a on71ax NTON. Why do we have a nn nTon»? Terach
clearly plays a role in the background of Klal Yisroel because not only are the Avos on»nn to Terach, but all
the Imahos are as well. In the ©>n2an 2 m93, the Ribono Shel Olam says, #0wa PHNAN-YN Nan NANY. Tt s
a central enough idea that Terach did feshuva for it to appear in the ©9n2n 2 na.

Still, we have no »©n7ax NT5n NON” which is quite puzzling. Avraham Avinu is the founder of Klal
Yisroel and the rebirth of the nx>a. He is the N nn aN, separating Yidden from the Dyn MmNIN [Ny
79U MPNVIND, INIWD D PN]. At the same time, he retains a kesher with them, as his name 0n9aN stands
for 7NNTRN NMINOWN D5 T2 10792)Y-7 NN O PN ar”. In fact, Avraham is the source for much of the world
subscribing to monotheism. If Avraham is such a central figure, it is astounding why there is no nT>mn NYN”
"DNOAN.

It occurred to me, a minor detail, that at the point which we would have 7on9ax N5y NON7, his name
was still 70728 and we would really want it to be 7on7ax N5 NN with the #n7. That is a very micro-teretz
to what seems to be a much more basic and global question.

Rather than abandoning my theory, I would like to be y>¥1 that there is in fact a 7on7ax n 1o, The
first "nT5mM NO5N7 in the Torah is #ONXI2N2 XINM OMWN DTN NYNY, which are the nPMN of oNHIAN.
Interestingly, the 7n” is smaller because it is 7ONX12n2 XINM OV NTOIN NYRY” both with, and without the
r77. Of both ©9aN and onvax. Why is Avraham all the way at the beginning of 7n791n NbN”, whereas everyone
else is more or less in the 970 of where they appear chronologically? The answer is directly because Avraham
Avinu is the nonnn of the world anew. After NWxIN ©TX XVN and ten M7 of humanity not restoring itself to
its potential. Then there was the 5van and churban of the world, and again humanity fails to achieve its n5on.
Then, the Ribono Shel Olam starts anew with Avraham Avinu. Avraham Avinu is the inception of a new world.
This is the 7OxY272 YINM OMIWN NN NONY. Like in the first world of Y0 n ©95N there was MmN NIVY
D2 X1, in this new world of NN ©XAON, HNIW> Davwa WK, it is with MYPO) MWy of Avraham.

On one level, 7ox9202 ¥INM DOWN DTN NONR? 1s the destruction of humanity- the Xon of 07N, of Y,
of M7y NMay (of wnN), but ligt in that parsha is the tikkun of Avraham who will be the n5nnn which will restart
the N> to achieve the 195m of NYOW 7120 "N,



