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The velt’s Nowp on X0y XnNY N is as follows: At this point of the seder we’ve
already done N> ©975 XN WP, so this cannot really be an invitation to join us for
anyone who isn’t already at the table. What are we doing then?

In our house, we learn vwa like this: Whenever we go to someone else’s house
for a meal, the n>an Yya is the host and he leads everything. At the seder, this rule
doesn’t apply. By the seder, everyone has the NX> N0 1OND M8y NN MNXID 2N
o¥nn and we all know that it is very difficult to really feel as if we ourselves,
personally, left o 8n. How much more difficult is it to reach this level if we are a
guest sitting at someone else’s table! I’'m not free to do the things that will make me
feel the m > mM mTay when I have to follow his lead and do the things he’s doing.
Therefore, the nTyn Sya tells the nran Sya to talk to the people at his seder and tell
them that this is the bread that our fathers ate in 091 and everyone should sit and
eat however they want. It doesn’t matter that you’re at my table- do whatever you
need to do to feel the m > M mTay. If an outsider would look at this table with
everyone doing their own thing, they would think it dysfunctional and totally lacking
in manners and courtesy. Let’s reframe it like this: If a few families went on a road
trip and stopped off at a motel and took a conference room to eat, would it matter
where everyone sat and how the meal was done? There is no n>an Sya there, they are
all traveling. So too here, we say YNI¥>T RYINI NNIN MWD XON NNWN- we are also
traveling! It doesn’t matter that you are at my table, we haven’t reached our
destination yet. As well, 710 »2 NNXaN MW >Tay XNWN- we are all ©>7ay equally so
it’s OK to be at my table and still do how you want and need to feel 0 1x¥n NN and
fulfill the N5 nnsn. Tonight, everyone is a n>an Yya at the seder.
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In our house, we learn that the four questions are really one question. We know

that Sukkos is wnnnw yv. Everything we do i1s a pon of the nnnw and bolsters the
nNY. Shavuos is MNMN ynN 1%, Rosh Hashanah is 179910 09, Yom Kippur is op
0>195n. What are we doing tonight? n¥n represents both mTay and m >N because



we ate it in ©¥1 and when we left. 717 is only the myTay. 512>0 goes both ways
because it is an act of M7 n but signifies the MTay. Paon is only mn. We are doing
things that seem to be mutually exclusive and at odds with one another, so what’s
going on? This is the question of MnNWI Nn.
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How does this answer the question? Let us try to understand the words. * We
were D>Tay in ©8n and Hashem took us out.” How can we comprehend that? We
are so far removed from that we cannot even fathom it. Then the paragraph continues
by saying Hashem took out our fathers. Didn’t we just say He took us out? The answer
1S D8N NYIAD 1NN DITAYWN 122 21 1) NX M. Really our max were the ones
taken out, not us. However, at that point all future generations would also be o>7ay.
Once an T2y, always an Tay. We are saying that we must appreciate this fact, that we
would’ve have been o>7ay just like our ancestors so Hashem took us also! This
answers the mnw) NN because we too have a personal connection to the ny>n and
need to symbolize it and talk about it and feel it. Therefore, we do the 9700 Ny to
reach that level of cognizance. The more things we can do to feel for real this
dichotomy of m>mM MyTay, the better we can feel D30 NN,

We continue with ... ¥52axy” because the goal for tonight is not to just say
what happened in order to make sure everyone knows. The goal is for each and every
one of us feel it, to feel the story personally, and therefore nx>¥»2 9995 NaN Y5
nawn Nt >N 08N, The proof is from the following story that the NN Yya brings:
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This story is about the greatest gedolim, how they stayed up the entire night to
reach this level of feeling 01 nxox>. They knew the whole Torah, but for the seder
that’s not enough. This shows us that full immersion of the story, the details, are
necessary to feel 08N NNON, not just to merely know.
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Why do we recite this Mishna from Brachos at the seder? It flows very nicely

with what we just said. We are contrasting what separates seder night from every
other night of the year. Every night we have an obligation of ©1¥1 NN RO,



simply reciting it. Tonight, we have the 21°n of XN YN MNY NN MNID DTN DD N
D>I¥nN XY which requires a lot more than reading it.
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This is a very beautiful song and clearly quite meaningful, but what does it
mean? Maybe we can understand with the following: The gemara says that Hashem
is called oypn because He created a perfect, beautiful world and gave it a place to be.
This is such a wonderful thing but it nearly takes away our mwan n9na. How can
we do anything against Hashem’s will when we are living in His universe? Therefore,
we say "N 1972” to thank Hashem for making Himself 9no) thereby making it
possible for us to keep our nwan NPnNa. At this point we should be living perfectly-
beautiful world AND mwan n9>na. However, we see that from the nyTn Ny onwards
that isn’t so. Every 77 from n) 7y 07X got worse and worse! Really, Hashem could
have just decided to finish everything then and there. Instead, He took the Torah that
he was 1YY 8721 N2 Honon and He tailored it to help man fix every part of his being.
The n”n9 and N”OvW mitzvos were made opposite our D> 0N to be Jpnn them.
Not only that, but He made us His nation and gave the Torah to us- N7¥n ymMVY 7127
"ONIWY Y. Yet again, however, this tremendous Divine act should take away our
wan NNa. We say NN 7372” once more for making Himself 9n©) and giving us
the opportunity to have mwan N na. Then, Hashem says “not only have I given you
the Torah, but I will give it in a way for all of you to understand.” Not just one level
of shiur, so to speak, rather four levels:
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None of the o1 know what’s going on, but the 0on is followmg all the
directions and partaking in all of the action. Then he asks, “What is the significance
of all of this? What role does each thing play?” For him, he knows it is correct and
wants to understand the depth. Therefore, we must tell him the whole story and all
the halachos, as he is displaying nnon.
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In contrast the ywA sounds condescending. On a superﬁ01a1 level, it seems
that we are 1nsu1t1ng him. If that’s the case, we don’t need to thank Hashem for
teaching us how to insult the yw9- we know how to do it ourselves. It must be that
Hashem is telling us how to talk to him. What the yv is really asking is if your
explanation makes sense, he’ll do it also. But don’t expect him to do it without a
good explanation. By this he is denying ynwin nwy) and removing himself from us.



IV NN NNPN means to sour his teeth- make him uncomfortable. Explain to him that
his axiom of understanding before doing does not work when dealing with 'n n9n.
We explain to him that if he had tried his 75nn by 081 nN°¥>, he wouldn’t have
made it out. He would have been just like all the other nations who needed to hear
the Torah before accepting it and would have precluded the possibility of being
9apn the N7n. The whole purpose of 081 NN was 17NN NY2p and he wouldn’t
have left ©8n. Once he hears this, he’ll be Yapn and do naywn.
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He doesn’t understand what’s flying and asks a simple question. Therefore,

you give him a simple answer. If he asks more questions then you keep giving him

answers. Telling him more right away is not going to help him because it is not
bothering him.
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What does it mean he cannot ask? Does he not see people domg all these out-
of-the-ordinary things and he can’t ask "nxt nn”? The way we learn is like this:
Why do people ask questions? Because they are coming from a certain perspective
or standard and see that what’s going on in front of them doesn’t match so they ask
why! The “Why?” is predicated on a 8»nx M of how things should be. This son
doesn’t have and standards for people. Everyone is free to do whatever they want.
He sees them do crazy things and he’s not bothered. He’s not moved to ask on them.
So, the NN Yya says 12 NN NN- open him up. What does this mean? It means that
he doesn’t really mean that everything is a free-for-all. You could prove that by
walking over to him and stepping on his toe. So why does he profess to say such a
narishkeit? Because he is only thinking of himself. If no one has to live up to any
standard, then he is free to do whatever he wants. He is free from any and all
responsibility and interest in anyone else. We must open him up and show that even
in his selfishness, it is his best interest to do mitzvos and 'n )¥1. 5N Ny NY Maya
D3N >NNYA shows that Hashem takes care of those who do His will.

NNRYY w5 N, we should be N1t to bring the N©a 129 this year with YN 59 YN



