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In the Halachos of Pesach the Rambam paskens that at the seder a person is
2N to talk about and discuss all the nINY9 ©>0) that happened to us when we went
out of ©xn. Of course, this is what the Torah adjoins us to do, but the question that
seems to arise is why isn’t this true by other ©>2)v 0 ! What’s the lesson to be
learned from this special 23n5n N> by Pesach? On Sukkos we don’t discuss how
Hashem protected us in the Midbar with the 7250 "y or in m>v. Likewise, by
Shavuos there is no halacha to sit around the table and discuss 771 ynn and nHap
NN, with the ©pH2)y Mvp and all that took place there. What is special about
Pesach that we have such a mitzvah to discuss what happened?

The first step in answering this is mentioning the special mitzvah on Pesach of
D8N R NI YN MNY NN MNXIY DTN N- one must see himself as if he personally
left ©8n. As the posuk (n,» Nw) says 7...9% /N Nwy Nt Naya”, we tell our children
that this is what Hashem did to me when He took me out of ©>981. Now, that in itself
is a hard thing to accomplish. I can tell my children that I came out of England, or a
person from Iran can tell his children he came out from Iran, or one who came out
from Hungary, etc. How do we say that we came out of ©»8? Who are we kidding?
That is a separate issue and perhaps we’ll discuss that a different time. All in all, one
must imagine that he himself came out of 081 and this is why we must discuss it.
How else could we imagine and picture ourselves as coming out of 031 if we don’t
talk about it? This could be why there is an inyan of n2ywn 13 »n N2 Y5, the more
the merrier, so to speak. There is no such inyan by shaking lulav, you don’t get a
bigger mitzvah for shaking it five or six times. Other mitzvos as well don’t have this
added dimension, why is 081 NNoN NP different? Lo is that the more you talk
about it, the more you will feel it personally and the closer you will get to achieving
the goal of seeing yourself as having left ©»¥n. In fact, the Rambam even says that
if one has an 72y, he must point to him and tell his children that we were like that
before we left oxn.

It’s well known, and I heard it for the first time from the NP9YTYY 7 N2 YR
on¥y, that there’s a 79> in the Jewish calendar that dates are not merely historical
commemorations, rather something much greater is present. In the secular calendar,
historical events are celebrated simply as anniversaries of things that happened way
back when. On July 4" America celebrates that the British gave independence to the
colonies and people celebrate with fireworks and barbeques. In France, they have
Bastille Day to commemorate the French Revolution. However, by the Jewish
calendar it is a re-living of the event every single year. The nyawn of what happened
in the original event returns at that particular time of the year. This is why we have



the halacha of pushing off a court case with a gentile until after the Nine Days,
because in Av there is a negative nyown and a zman of vy 7. This comes from the
sad history we’ve had in this month. Conversely, Purim falling in Adar makes it the
month that one should have his court case with a Gentile in, because of the nyswn of
the nnnw S v . Whatever 210 0y happened, we are reliving its nyawn at present. |
think this idea really explains the msy Ny mMNI5 07N 2n. Let’s take Sukkos for
example- what happened on Sukkos? Hashem protected us from the elements, the
sun, the cold, the wind, therefore that zman became a time of protection. What better
way could we have to be Yapn that nyawn than sitting outside in our Sukkah? We
move from our yap N7 into *XIY N7, under this shaky roof with frail walls, and
we show n7apn that just as He protected us then He’s protecting us again. By
Shavuos, we were Yapn the N n and we harness that nyawn by staying up all night
and learning Torah. We all know from our yeshiva days that the night of Shavuos,
staying up learning, has a totally different nmann than the rest of the year. It’s a whole
different level of learning because it is the zman of NINN NPM).

What happened of Pesach? What is the nyoawn that took place on Pesach? The
posuk (3, mMnv) says 7oyY O 05NN NNPYY’- T am going to take you and make you
my nation. Besides the physical ©xn nxoy that took place, we changed by
becoming the 'n Dy- transitioning from apy> »2 to SxIw> oy. That is the nyswn of
Pesach. The marriage, 915225, of Hashem to us, as the 2/%) learns- Pesach was the
oYX and Shavuos was the pxIwn. This is why we layin 0w 9>w on Pesach- this
is the zman that started our relationship with n7apn.

How are we to be Yapn this nyawn? How do we reignite the fire within us to
become the 'n by? We go back and see how we originally did it. We can only
accomplish it by going back into and coming out of ©>sn. The Exodus, the Tna5
VT XD ¥INA 92712 »INX- following Hashem into the desolate Midbar in blind faith,
that is what made us 'n oy. Every Pesach this nyawn comes back and we must harness
it by utilizing the seder as transporting ourselves to ©>xn NN, We must relive it
and do so with the medium of D™¥NNY XY NIN PN MNY NN MNXID OTN N. We eat
maror, we lean, we do all these things to put us into the mentality that Hashem did it
to (and for) us personally. From this comes a gevaltige zach: The whole seder and
hagadah is not just a recounting of ©>x» NNOY. It is an actual renewal of becoming
'n oy, and we even sing Nawy v after going through and ‘reliving’ the £ 80 NN
at our seder. Our own relationship with Hashem becomes much more profound and
develops a much deeper bond.

We should all be zoche to accomplish this Y8y NX NN OTN 2N and as we
say at the end of the hagada- obwya nxan Mmwy. This should be the year in which
we return to the wTpnN N2 and have the ultimate tie and relationship to the 5w 1m29
oow.
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