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The 7y )N5W in VAN HO WM NPD MION brings down the halacha that when
it comes to the mitzvah of 9y N7290 there is a mitzvah for every individual to count
on his own. ©0NYaN N says that certainly regarding the beracha of 9myn n90, it is
the same as any other birchas hamitzvah which one can be yotzei by hearing someone
else (i.e. the yw) make the beracha. However, the on1ax yn is p91on about the actual
counting part whether one can be yotzei the mitzvah by hearing the counting recited
by someone else on his behalf. The n7172 Mmwn explains this MYV as depending on
how to understand the : n© MM ). The gemara there, in explaining the posuk of
(0,50 XIP”) DY DNH9DYY, makes a derasha of TANY TN Y35 NaD NXiPW. The Mwn
17772 says that if you understand this derasha to mean that each and every individual
has his own mitzvah to count the Omer, similar to the posuk by Arba Minim of
NYRIN 0P 059 oNNPYY where each individual has a personal obligation to shake
their own set of Arba Minim on the first day of Sukkos, then one would not be able
to accomplish the mitzvah by hearing the counting of someone else. However, if you
understand the derasha to mean that there is a mitzvah on the tzibbur to count the
Omer, as opposed to the 19 on199) of shemitah where the 2vn is only on Y7 102 (by
sefira the posuk says 035 on19D)), then perhaps one can be yotzei by hearing
someone else count on his behalf. This is the way the n92 Mwn understands the
NoNY.

However, if we look at the way the on7an n discuss the NONW it seems
different than the n7M2 Nwn. The on7aN P» himself says that even though one can
be yotzei with the beracha recited by someone else, when it comes to the counting
one must personally count because of the derasha of TnN) 7PN 555 N90 NiPYW. Only
then does he bring the question from the 72w brought by the 9oy m1 of perhaps
employing NNys ymv to be yotzei the mitzvah of sefira through the counting of
someone else. This sounds like the ©n9ax Y0 holds even if the derasha is to be taken
as meaning a personal, individual mitzvah for each of us it may be possible to be
yotzei by means of n»yo ymv.

The way I would like to understand the question according to the on9aN PN is
with a famous '©IN-»"w3 NPYNN in M572 0N, On : XD 97, 70N brings the v from
: N> 1910 who says that if one is in the middle of Nqwy MW but the v is by nvyp
or N1 MV R, the person should pause his tefilah and listen with 735 to the X7v
in order to be considered as if he said it himself. 010 brings n9 and »79 who argue,
reasoning that were on to do that then he would be making a pvon in the middle of
his tefilaht N9IN3Y, this is the same 'N» that we have by sefira. »7w9 learns Nnys ymwv



to simply be accomplishing through listening that which you would have normally
spoken, whereas /179 learn Ny> ymv to be literal- through listening with mano,
you are actually saying those words. In fact, '0yn brings from >’v~ that even though
one can be yotzei through nnys yny, it is better to say v>1p/nwyTp himself because
MmN N1 290 NN which fits well with our understanding that the nyy> ymw does
not equal literally saying it. On the other side, »9/n9 don’t see any difference
between nNny> ymvw and personally speaking it. Plugging back in to sefira, »v1’s
understanding of NNy> ymw would be compromised by the derasha of 03> onv%0)
because the sefira was not counted personally. However, »v/n79 would allow for
MMYD Y by sefira because they learn it as tantamount to literal recitation which
works perfectly for 7nxY 7NN 555 N9 XY DY ONID).

We see this similar distinction between accomplishing through listening
versus being considered as literal recitation in the ©7a1n9 in X°,X M>92 M>ooN. He
writes that if one listens to an entire beracha and has M5, even without answering
M~ he is yotzei. He then says that if one does answer 2, it is as if he himself recited
the beracha. The 05 >Nwy point out these two MmN of NNY> ymw: If one listened
but didn’t answer N, he is yotzei his N592 2avn- like »'vA, but answering N
upgrades you, so to speak, to the level of actually having recited it- like »/n7A.
Perhaps, with this we can suggest that one may be able to employ nny> ymv to be
yotzei sefira by answering yax after the count, which according to »79/n79 will enable
him to accomplish TPXY 7NN 535 N9 RXPW D35 DNIO).

I just want to end off with a nawnn: Why is it that by Sefiras haOmer we do
not just apply the basic n»y> ymw like we do by so many other mitzvos
(N>T1an/vy1p)? Perhaps we can say similar to the 71NN 990 in w MmN where he
explains that the whole idea of Sefiras HaOmer is counting up towards Shavuos and
nNN nNYap and showing ourselves how much we yearn for look forward to the v
of 17NN nYap. So too, by making the berachos personally and individually a person
shows his desire and deepest yearning for the v’y of Shavuos and NN NSap.



